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SAINTS 
| PRIVILEDGE, 


GAIN by 


DYING 


O Gaudium, ſuper omne gaxdium, Vincens omne gaudium 
extra quod non eſt gaudium, quando intrabo in te, 
ut Uideam Deum meum qui habitat in te 2 


Auſt. de deſiderio © fitt anime ad Deum. 
O mora, Chriſte Tent, 
Mors pijs, malorum ademptio, bonorum adeptio, Diſce mort, 
ſu: ſum quiſquis ſapts erige ultum in patriam, terras 
aeſpice, aiſce mori. 


2 Cor. 5.2. We groan carneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed 
upon with our houſe which is from Heaven. 
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To my much Honoured, and 
Worthy Friend, Captain 
| Robert Fiſher, 


Dear Sir, 


Would be loath to be the firſt that welcomes You inro Eng'and, 
with the ſad Newes of the breach that God hath ( ſince your 
departure) made upon your comforts, I meanyin taking to hin,- 
ſelf your dear Wife. I ſuppoſe the tidings of that, will reach 

Your eares to your hearts greif before wy Papers, for bad newes flyes 
apacee I ſend you not theſe Lines for that end, but for a contrarue , 
namely, rather to quiet and bare up your diſconſolate Spirit under 
ſo ſmarting a Providence : As a meanes to which, I commend to 
you a ſerions conſideration of her great Gain, to be oppoſed to your 
great loſs : what great gainers Chriſts Saints are by Dying , you 
may, if you pleaſe , read in the following Lines. 

Sir, 1 remember one ſayes that the work, of Navtgation, is a 
very great Work, and requires much Vnderſtanding and Wiſdome, 
for men to build moveable Houſes, and go thorough the great Deep, 
or dry Land, and every way ſo fitted 44 would amuſe an ordinary 
and unskilfull beholder to view. Its avery graet work,, Now God 
that hath brought you lately from doing one great work, hath upon 
your return provided another for you to do.. Which ts to ſubmit and 
reſolve your will into hs, and if 1 miſtake not to do this aright, 
will 25k you no leſs Underſtanding and Wiſdom, I am ſire more 
Grace and Holineſs, then the former ,, but that God that hath 
given you underſtanding for the one, can by his Almighty Power 
and G ooaneſs, inable you to the other. 

You have often ſeen in the Seas, the reſemblance of the miſery 
of mans life,, as that ebbeth and floweth, and is ſeldom quiet, 
but after a little calm a ſtorm ſucceeds, why ſuch is the whole life 
on Land too, nought elſe but a Sea of Tempeſts while on this ſide 
our great Haven or Port of Glory. 

Its the ſaying of a Learned and good Man, what pitty is it 
but Souldiers and Marriners ſhould be holy Perſons, who are ſo 


fubjeF to dangers, and have ſuch experiences of Gods c—_ 
OE oe A 2 an 


and Mercy in their preſervation : He that carryes his life in bu 
band, ſhould alwayes carry grace inbu heat, ' and yet the Authur 
coplaines, who worſe mea then thoſe that behold Gods wonders in 
the Deep. Seldome;gdod bit in a Storm, and when over as bad or 
worſe then ever : of c orldier5 «was long ſince an harſh affirmation, 
Nulla fides pieraſque viris qui caſtra lequuntur, 7 wiſh the moſt 
.of them did not too much verify it, that there 1s little Religion or 
Piery in ſuch as follow Camps; and of Marriners Nautarum vota, 
a Marriners Vow, hath been long ſince a Proverb, and yet ſome 
very good men amongſt both ſorts : for Souldiers, we read of Cor- 

neiius, of whom.tis ſayd he was a devout Man, one that feared 

God with all bs Hons gave much Almes and prayed to God al- 
wayes, and he wi: a juſt man, one that feared God, and of good 
Report, A&s.10.2.22,amd v. 7. of the ſame Chapter, You read ofa 
devout Soulier that beiong'd to that devout Captain. 

And for Seamen and Marriners; I queſtion not but God hath 
alarge and precious number among them,of which 1 hope your ſelf to 
be one, and that you ſeriouſly deſire ſo to be : and truly Sir, if ſo, 
a 1 queſtion it not, here #5 a tryal for you, to makg proof of, and 
make uſe of that Fuith, that Patience, that Humility and ſelf De- 
7yal, yea of that whole ſtock of aitine Grace, wherewith God hath 
endowed and enriched your Soul, | wp - 

I have read of Alexander, when he was in a great Perill in India, 
being to fight with Men and Beaſts, huge Elephants , he ſolaced and 
cheered himſelf, ſaying Tandem par animo meo periculum video, 
at length I ſee a danger anſwerable to my mind, as great Dangers 
require great Stomaches , ſo oreat Tryals will exerciſe great Graces, 

I hope you have learned not to deſpiſe the chaſtuing of the Lord, nor 
faint when rebuked of him, as knowing that whom the Lord loceth 
he chaſtneth,and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he re. eiveth, Heb. 12. 

,6. I muſt needs yeild your loſs very preat, for I think. i# ny 
eart, no man ever en,oy d a more tender, kind, loving, and every 
wayendearing, and defirable yoke fellow ; For her Ptety towards 

Ged, her love to your ſeif,, and all excellent endowments, you had 
wives ina Wife, truly Sir, did I not really believe it I would not 
dare to ſpeak, it, Tknow not: how to give tattering Titles, in {9 
uu my Maker might ſoon take me away, Fob 32.22, I re. 
member a Learned writer, upon thoſe words of David, Þf. 9, 
1. That I ſin not with my tongue,I will keep my mouth with a Brid- 
dle &c, makes eleven ſeveral wayes, wherein a man may be guilty, 

| and 


and offend in fpeech , as lying, detrufting, ſwearing, idle fpeak- 
eng, &C. among ft the reſt-of rongae vices, he reck9yus up that of 
ftattery, thereby intimating, that Chriſtians pught as well to be care- 
ful of this, as of any of the other : and ſayes one, Amarzx ſunt oblo« 
quentium linguz, &.non ſemper vera-1a ſunt ora laulantium rhe 
ronguesof Detrattours are bitter, and the tongues of Flatrerers of- . 
tentimes not true, but that God that ponders hearts as well as woras, 
knowes that Ireally think all true, that I ſpea \.or have ſpoken of her, 
And therefore your loſs the grater, but Sir, quarrell not that you 
enjoyed her no longer , but bleſs God you enjoyed her ſo long , and be 
content that he hath her, who hath more intereſt in her then your ſelf 
ever had, to whom ſhe was but lent for alittle while, 
And now learn by her loſs, how ſlippery the beſt of earthly comforts 
are, and therefore to look at, to look after, and make ſure of, theſe 
comforts that when enjoyed are never to be parted with, look up to 
that place where ſhe «n her better part dwels , where there « life with- 
out death, day without night , joyes without ſorrowes, holine fi with- 
out impurity, comforts without croſſes , reſt without labour , health 
without ſickneſs, youth without age , beauty without deformity, . 
ſtrength without weakneſs , where are ſuch good things as Eye ne- 7 Cor. 2. 
ver r =x Ear never heard, or Heart never comprehtended, and to 9: 
compleat all , eternity of all, without change or fear of loſe. 
When once we are got ſafe thither,we ſhall be ſafe indeed, yea ſit 
down and be quiet, which this troubleſome( yet bewitched world )will 
not afford 1s-thither I hope you aſpire, whither ſhe is but gone before, 
I have no mare,but to end with ny well wiſhes , beſeeching God to 
bleſs,guide,and keep you;*o fill you with himſelſ,to ſtay your mind up- (a 
on himſelf, to enable you ro make a wiſe and holy improvement of this Null..ze 
FR to ſay, wha: thall I receive good at the hand ofthe Lord, x0 HERR 
and not evil. 'Diti 
The Lord continue you a comfort to yours, and make them com- _ 
forts to you, and make your little Daughter the Relilt of your ae- potuit 
ceaſed Yoke-ſellow , the inheritrix of her Mothers Vertues, that all 1%:m effighe 


her excellent endowments, may ſo live and flouriſh sn that little child -_s mo = 


of hers, that we may ſay of her gone, as Cicero of his Sulpitius,(a ),,;,,,,; 
he could not haveleft a better monument, than ſo lively 4 Portrai- conſlantie, 
tare of his goodneſs in ks Son. PICtatus, inte 


[ hope Sir, you will pardon me the giving you thi: trouble, and let gem filt- 


the ſingular reSþ:t I bear to your ſelf , and rhe honour 1 owe to the 
memory of your pious Conſort,now with God, pleas my excuſe I have 


n0 more but to aſſure you of my being and remaining 
From my Study AveY fn) Your Cordial Friend and Seryank in 
Hamlet, this g, 14n, 1673, CHRIST JESUS Cbr, Scott. 


To my Worthy and much Ho- 


noured Eriends, | 


Captain John Bradman, and 
Mrs.Sarah Bradman his Wife. 


Friends. 8 Relations: to- 


Captain Richard Haddock 
Mr. Iſaack Heath. Brothers in Law to: 
Mr. Richard Fiſher 


Mrs. Elizabeth Fiſher. c Daughter in Law to- 


Mrs. &Harjory Fiſher, late V Vife to Captain 
Retert Frſher, together with the reſt of her Pious 
Relations and Friends, whether to Me 
Known or Unknown.. 


My Chriſtian and Worthy Friends, 


Naerftanding it was the great deſire of your dear Kinſ- 

woman and my loving friend Mrs. Filher, that (if #t 

might have been I ſhould have preached Her Funerall 

Sermon ;, and hearing by ſome after your comming down, 

that your deſign was, that rather then her deſire ſhould not be an- 
ſwered, to have had it done in private, Though for my own part, 1 
#hought it not convement by reaſon of the multitude of people, which 
could not have received benefit,. and the offence that might have 
been taken ;, yet bad it not been otherwiſe reſolved, but her requeſt 
had been inſiſted upon, 1 muſt have ſubmitted to any inconvenien- 
| Ciess 


4 => 


ner, rather then nat have anſwered her and your deſires. In of- 
der to which, after T heard of it, 1 applyed my ſelf that little time 
Thad to rhe work: bit very glad that it was at laſt performed by 
another in publick,, where no offence could be given, or danger 
incurred. | ; 

And now becanſe I could not ſerve her and your deſires in that 
laſt office, yer in the Teftification of my great reſpelts I owe to her 
memory and your ſelves her acar relations ;, I have thought goad to 
copy out my then prepared Meditations; and in theſe few ſheets of 
Paper topreſent you with them, as to ſerve, for an acknowledge- 
ment of ny chenk fulnſs to you all, for your reſpes ſhewed to me, 
a Stranger to yolt, and undeſerving from you, ſo to teſtify my great 
efteem of that precious Saint of Chriſt, and tolet all that ſhall read 
them ſee, that ſuch loſſes are deeply to be lamented. I cannot ſay 
they are word for word the ſame, but as near as poſſible the ſame, 
they ſhould have been if 1 had then preached them, perhaps although 
not for any worth in them, yet for her reſpe, whoſe death hath 
occafioned them, you may at ſome ſpare hours, caſt an eye upox 
them, and if boy may be matter of advantage to your ſelyes, or any 
other, I ſhould be glad, being joyfull I might ſerve or do good to 
any that belonged 10 her, though unknown to me. I believe you all 
affeftionately loved her and delighted in her, truly the beſt and now 
the only way left to teſtify your _ of her, ts to ſet before your 
eyes, and keep in your memoryes the Pious example of her holy life, 
and to be followers of her ſo far as ſhe was of Chriſt Feſus, a Copy 
with fewer blots, 4 rule leſs crooked, I know not where you will find 
on this ſide heaven. | 

The work.that ſhe hath done, I know you expett to do, leave her, 
and prepare for your own , that when Chriſt coves he may find you 
10 ef prepared, then I hope he found her , to this end let matters 
of ſoul-conccrnwent, which are the only buſineſs of life, have more, 
und matters of the world have leſs of your honrs ther ever th 
have had. Its ſtrange to ſee how this vain world, where we can be 
but a verylittle time at longeſt, ſhould ſo eat up our Afetions, 
Thoughts , Deſires, - Dayes, and Years, that for the one thing. 
needfu'l, we can find no leiſure, as if our God,our Chriſt, our Souls, 
our Heaven, were nothing worth. 

It was an excellent Speech of Charles the fifth ro the Duke of 
Venice, who when he had ſhewed him the glory of his Princely Pa- 
lace, andearthly Paradiſe, inſtead of admiring it, or him for i, 


he only returned him this grave and ſeriows Anſwer bac ſunt que 
faciunt invitos mori; the/e are the things that make us unwilling to 
Dye ; ſo truly this #s the great cauſe, why Chriſtians play loath t6 
depart, when their times come, and make death ſuch a Bug-bare, 
they have been, wi: h Martha, combred with much ſerving, alwayes [6 
bufied about laying up Treaſures rhas they wuſt now leave behind 
them ;. that they are unprouided of that which ſhould ſerve them for 
their great Fourncy; Oh my friends when you are Bees for Earth, 
but Drones for Heaven, what low thoughts have you of «t ? 
 * Methinks:us an Incongruous ſight, if we could ſee in.o it, that 
a man who ts animal brevis zvi, ſhould be 1nfinitz Sol icitudinis, z 
creature but of a dayes continuance in the world, yet of infimze cares 
about the world , und what ts this world we purſue? az one ſayes, 
(4) (a) whats this life? what 55 the glory of this vaſt world? a Bubble, 
Sorry Dream, alittle Smoake, a fiying Shadow. 
eſt homi- , OARC) > 4 
num? vati And yet whatFolly and Madneſs poſleſſeth the hearts.of men, Zc- 
quid gloria cleſe.g. 3. to do:e on thu windy Bubble,to pleaſe themſelves with this 
mundi? fooliſh Dream, to embrace this blacking Smoake, and ever to bee 


- ow catching at this flying Shadow, till. with Eſops Dog the ſubſtancs 


fun  beloſt and paſt recovery. | 
mes -Y Bur I hope better things of you whom I write,. you are not to 


£43. Learn in point of knowledge, how to diſtinguiſh of things that dif- 
fer ;, and I hope it need not be preſſed in point of prattiſe, to looke 
not at things ſeen but at things not ſeen; All T ſhall ſay to you, ſhall 
be but this,as you would not have your Sun ſet in aCloud,I mean Dye 
 #ncheerfully , for your ſelves; as you would not ſadden the hearts 
of your ſurviving Godly friends, as you would not bring up an evil 
report upon the Proteſtant Faith, which you profeſs, which teacheth. 
Chriſtians that aſſurance of Salvation may be had, as you would not 
open the mouths of the wicked to caſt dirt upon holyneſs, when they: 
ſee the proſeſſours of it go to death with Reluctancies, as you would 
prevent all this, make Religion your great buſmeſs, that ſo when 
your dying hours come, your Souls may be full of ſweet peace and 
comfort , live as ſtrangers in this world, and perſons belonging to 
another, that you maybe willing and ready to remove and go home , 
when God ſhall ſend ſor you,which that you may be,ſhallbe the earneſt 


Deſire and Prayer of him who us, 
Your Soul Friend and Seryant ia. 
CHRIST, Chr. Scots. 


From My Study in Milton Hamlet, this 
34 January, 1673, 


Philippians: 


Philippians 7. 27. Latter part ofthe Verſe, 
* . Androdye, gain. ? 


| The whole verſe runs thus, 
For we tolive is Chriſt, andto dye, oain, 


He Particle cauſal, ( for ) which ſtands in the 
front of the verſe, bids us to look back to 
«2 fomething that went before to - make the 
S lenſe — , and ſowe Expolitors lead us 
. a good way back for the coherence of the 
words : But I ſhall not go any farther then 
the words immediately preceding, where- 
Fea) in the Apoſtle had declared his willingneſs 
either for life or death, ſo Chriſt might in either be glorified by 
him. And now as a reaſon of that profeſtion or ' reſolution, he 
comes-in with theſe words; For me to live i Chriſt, and 16 
dye , gain. 
In the whole Verſe obſerve theſe two parts. 
1. The Chriſtians duty in theſe words, To me tolive is Chrift, 
2. The Chriſtians priveledgein the laſt words, and ro dye gaiv. 
Or thus. 
1. Hereis the believers aim e 1. The gloryof Chriſt, 


and ſcope whilg he lives, and or, 
that is Chriſt, either 2. The enjoyment of ChrisF. 

2. It is bleſſedneſs when he dyes , he that liveth wich Chriſt or 
unto Chriſt while he lived, he can't bea loſer when he dyes; ma- 
ny have loſt for Chriſt, but never any loſt by Chriſt, no, - ſooner 
or later, living or dying, Chriſt will taake up all his loſſes, to 
ſucha one, to dye , is gain. 

Or yet again, if you pleaſe I ſhall reſolve the words into three 
general parts thus, and there reſt : web . 

1. You havea great and gracious priveledge , and that is gain 
by dying, tis not the lott of all to have death an advantage, and 
therefore I call it a priveledge, and a great one. 

' 2, You have the Apoftles confidence of it in particular to him- 
ſelf, inthis particle we,.to me ro dye 75 gain,as he ſayes 2 Tim. 4. 8. 
there 15 layd up far me a Crown, lo to me to dye i gain, it would 
be little advantage to know that others ſhall gain by dying, ex- 

| ok A 


cept 


2 ©, The Sarnts Priveledge., or 
except I' canaffirm ir of my (lf, me to dye is gain. 
3- You bavethis probation , (as I may ſo call it ) of his right 
- tothis priveledge , that it was nota thread-bare hope, as the confi- 
dence of moſt is, in theſe words , to e to live 5 Chriſt, and if to me 
to live be Chriſt, then to me todye muſt be gain, -ro we to live ;5 
Chriſt, and todye gain. —_— 

There is nothing of difficulty in the words , only I confeſs I meet 
with various readings ofthem amongſt Expoliters , though no ve- 
ry great or material difference; as for example. | 

Beza reads the words thus., 1Mihs enim eft Chriſtus & in vita 
C& in morte lucrum, Chriſt is to —_— bothin life and in death, 
and fayes, that as in the former words, v. 20. ſo intheſe which are 

. areaſon of them, Chriſt is the (a)ſubjet of each part , and gatnthe 
(4) 4 p:xdicate thus, Chrift is my gain in life, and Chriſt is my gain in 
rriuſque death, Cuale, to the ſame purpoſe, to mein life and death , Chriſt 
membri ſub is gain, that is ayes he (6) this is my life , If I may but ſee: Chriſt 
jetum, glorified whether Ilive or whether I dye. £ 
(b) . Tremellius reads the words thus (4) Chriſt is my life, and if I 
dye, my gain. 
Pi/cator xeads-it wholly according tothe vulgar Tranſlation , 
»ideam the words ſaies he are ratio diſtributions propoſite , a reaſon of the 


glorificart, diſtribution foregoing, and thar is plain, by the particle cauſal (for) 

C1) Viea 4nd faies, *ris as if the Apoſtle had ſaid , Chriſt ſhall ce glorified in 

mea Chri- ” body ifT live, for to me 70 live is Chriſt, thatis, all the ations 
my 


flus, + þ life and ſufferings of it too, do and ſhall tend to his glory , 
moriar ls- but if otherwiſe that I dye and be killed for his fake, even my death | 
erumeſs 1{o ſhall nat only redound to his g.ory, butto my own gain and 
* ava...” | 
- yaw 4 his gloſs the ſame with this in effet, which reading ſo- 
ever you follow, the.docrine that I ſhall lay down, will naturally 
flow fromthe Text. | | 
1intend onely to ſpeak tothe latter part of the verſe; namely , 
t9, theſe words, ( and to dye gain) and there are two points that I 
might commend unto.you from the ſame , the firſt more general , 
which is this... | 
Dofty.r. Eventhoſethat are moſt dear to Chriſt, mui yet dye a natural 
| death,gogd or bad, it fons.of Adam, the Sratutum eſt is gone forth, 
they cannot be cxeinpted, "tis appointed to man onceto dye; Man, 
that is every man, indefinite propolitions are #quivoleat to-uni- 
verſal.; *cis truein reſpect of deaths conſequences , the. _ have 
Valle 


| Gaim by aymy. F 
advantage of thewicked, asI hope to 7 ar comfort, and their a- 
we make good, but in reſpect of deaths paſlage they are 
equally tharers, Eccleſ. 2.16. how dyerh the wiſe man? even as 
the fool. But that is not the point intended, again 2dly. the Do- 
Qrine 1 intend is this. | 


All thoſethar belongto Chriſt, they gain by dying, all ſuch to py, . 


whom to live is Chriſt, to them to dye thall be gain , if you pleaſe 
take it thus, 


The Saints of God, whenever or however they dye, they ſtill Dg@x. 


change for the better, they gain by their change, thoſe that have 
made Chriſttheir aim, the glory of Chriſt living tv him, the enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt he living in them, to all theſe, death ſhall be a 
ain, | 

: Believers , gain by dying , that's the point I have to make good. 

How full arethe Scriptures of pertinent teſtimonies for the aſ- 
ſcriing of this comfortabie truth, 7far 57.1. The righteoms periſheth. 
How periſheth? God forbid, their isterrour in that expreition ; the 
words following are a correction, a ſweetning of that ſeemingly 
bitter expreſiion, tis a good periſhing, they are taken away from the 
evil ro come, enter into peace, reſt intheir beds, ere. 102.Cor. F- 1. 
We kzow that if our earthly houſe of this tqbernacle be difſolved, 
if it be? does the Apoſtle naake a Scruple of that ? no, for down it 
muſt, nothing more certain; bur if it be, that is, when it ſhall be, diſ- 
ſolved; what then ? we have a building of God , an houfe not made 
with hands eternal in the Heavens, theſe mud-wall houſes, whoſe 
foundarion is inthe duſt, which we keep ſuch a do to patch up, and 
all our patching will not long ſerveneither, they muft, they will 
down, well, and let them down, we ſhall get by it, our dwelling 
will be well mended , we ſhall havea beter houſe, &c. Hence 
Ectlef. 7. 1. the day of death ts better then the day of birth. The 
one the our-let from, the other the inlet to, a world of little eaſe, 
leſs comfort. St. Paul knew there was good by dying, elſe ſo wiſe 


a man would never have defired it, 7 deſire ro be diſſolved. And ſaies (4) Vitam 


one upon the place, A good man (a) hath life in patience , but 
death in defire : well pleaſed to live, but better pleaſed to dye. 
Surely were there not ſome advamtage 19 be made by dying it 
would not be matter of choice and option, 

But for the proſecuting this point, I ſhall do but theſe two 
things, : | | 


A2 1. Shew 


11 patientia 
mortem in 


defiderio, 
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r.. Shew in what reſpects beleivers gain by. [the change- of 
death. And.'';, 5:42) iv $5535 7 | YR 

2. Apply.it for our own adyantage, preſent and future. 

For the firſt thing, and that is to ſhew.in what reſpeRs beleivers 

ain by this change of death; and this I ſhall hold out unto. you 
-- in theſe three particulars. _ 
1.. In the change of their place. 
2. Inthe change of their eſtate. 
3. Inthe change of their Company: 

Look upon themin any.. or all theſe reſpets, and death makes 
the Saints of Chriſt great gainers. | | 

Firſt they gain in the change of their place, and this I ſhall hold 
out unto you in theſe four things. 

Firſtthey change Earth for Heaven, is not that a gain, Zohr 17. 
26.Father 1 will that they whom thou haſt, given me,may be with me 
where I am, that they may. behold my glory. You know where 
Chriſt is, he i in Heaven, Atts 3. 21. why thendying, they 


muſt be there too, for they muſt be where he is, he told his Diſct- 


ples when he left them , he went but to preparea place for them :7 
thoſe manſions in his Fathers houſe, and when he had done, that he 
would come ag in , and receive them to himſelf, that where he was 
they might be alſo, FoÞn,14.. 2.3: Now what a change is here, is 
not this gain beloved ?; only here is, the, miſchief, we know what 


 Earthis, we don't yet know.what Heayea 1s , as St. Fohnfſayes, it 


does not yet appear what we ſhall be , otherwiſe I am perſwaded we 
would not care bow ſoon death did us that happy and good turn, 
butſo.longas.we live here on earth, look as it fared with Chriſt's 
Diſciples, when they ſtood, looking upon their Lords aſcending , 
As 1.9. While they beheld he. was takgn up, and a cloud._received 


* himont of their ſight ; there.was a cloud that parted him above, and 
them below, ſo there are clouds between our heaven and us, we 


AAatt7. 
14. 


can't ſee into jt, and therefore know not how good *cis being init , 
all we.can get ſight of is, but a few glimpſes and ſparklings, 
and that but now and then , of that Royal City, if the Coeleſtal 
excellencies, and ſurpaſſing joyes , of that glorious bliſs and bliſs. 
ful glory, were but apparent, we thould quickly cry as. Peter in 
the trafisfiguration, oh good being there , come death, if thy gain be 
ſuch, eyen when thou wilt ; that's the firſt thing, they change Earth 
for Heaven, place well amended. | hg 


They change a bloody field for a place of triumph, what jo 
| ife 
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| | AT CANE 2 TO 
life, but a-continual combate ? this world -but a place of blood ? 


wars and rumours of wars, are the dayly tidings of the poor 
chriſtian ; ſcarrs and wounds. the frequent badges of chriſtianity , 
look into the Scriptures and you frequently read of warring, fight- 
ing, ſtriving, chriſtians reſembled to ſouldiers, and' bid alwayes to 
g0 harneſt, will you ſeea few expreſſions to this purpoſe, 1 Tim. 
I. 18. 1 charge thee Son Timothy ihat thou war a good warfare, 
2 Tim. 2. 3. Endure hardneſs , 4s a good Souldier of 7eſus Chriſt. 


1 Tim. 6. 12. Fight the good fight of Faith , yea, asif they. were. 


never to be out of the field ſo long as here they are bidden, Eph: 6. 
12+.13,14. To put on the whole armour of Goa, and with.their loyns 
girt, ec. Tis true, wicked men, they know not whata confli& 
means; what a confli& with the wozld means; rhey are of the world, 
Joh. 1 5.19.and therfore the world loves its own, what a.conflit with 
Satan means, they are his, John 8, 4.4. Te are of your Father the 
Der4l, and though 1 cannot ſay he loves them, yet he is, quiet 
with them ſo.long as he keeps the houſe, rules the roaſt, all is peace, 
Luke 11. 21. whata conflict with their luſts means; their luſts 
and they are agreed , what a. war between fleth and ſpirit means, 
they conliſt but of 4 lingle principte , yea but God's people can'c 
be thus quiet, no,. the: world is to them a right warfar ; but now 
comes death , and that puts an end toall theſe bloody battles, takes 
them away from this bloody field, and whither.but to aplace of 
triumph , ſee2 Tim..4. 7. 8. 1have fought my. fight, 1 have fi- 
niſht my courſe, and henceforth is laid up for me a crown, no more 
hghrs riow, &c. And.thar'sa Tecong, peice of their gainin reference 
to the place, this 1s a £00d change, a feild of blood for a place of 
triumph. le” a 
They change a place of baniſhment, for their own countrey , a 

place where they are but ſtrangers avd pilgrims, tor their fathers 


houſe, 1 am a ſojourner and ſtranger gore thee , as allmy fa- 
thers were,layes the. Prophet ſpeaking of this life; tis true,they have 7 '{al.39. 


acountrey. of their own, whe:ethey have a. rich and glorious in- 
heritance there is,a kingdome they belong to,” but its above , no 


light of ig, but what the eye offaith gives them; we walk by faith , c,, x: 
7 > -+ 


and not;by fight; in my fathers houſe. are mary Manſions, yea, 
but they axe beld from them , hid from them, for the preſent ; the 
ſaints here are far from home, from their countrey,, their. friends, 
kindred and alliance, they are above; but now'comes death, and 
that carryes them home into their countrey > their fathers oy 4 
b ingt 
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that inheritance of the Saints nilight 'Coll. 1. 12. White we are 
home ihtHe body weare abſent from the Lord , but now they hall 
go hometo their Fathet from a ſtratige countrey , where they have 
met with nothing. but injuries and oppreffions , where they bave 
| been neither known nor valued according to their worth, but 
the precious ſons of $707: yet eſteemed as earrhen pitchers, where 
they have been hated and hooted at; Behold T1 and the children 
whom thou haſt given me are for ſignes and wonders, 'Eſa.8. 18, 
they ſhall g0 now where they are Known, honour'd, priz'd ſhining 
Forth in the glory of their Father. Asa Kings Son and Heirto a 
Crown, travelling in a ſtrange countrey under a diſguiſe, nv more 
ſer by then an ordinary man , but coming home ro his Fathers 
Court, there he is honoured : why thus will it fare with the Saints 
if once death be ſent for them, and in that reſpeR gain by dying, in 
referetice to the place they changeffor. 
Andlaftly, they change a valley oftearsatid waters of 1arah, 
for a plate that knowes not what a tear means : how often is it the 
voice of a Saint, while belives here , my tears have been my meat 
day and night , you know what the Plalmiſt fayes, Pſal. 126. 5. 
They that ſow in tears, &c. and he that goeth forth weeping, inti- 
mating that our ſeed time is very watery; what is this world but a 
-Bochim? a place of weeping ; to have a gracious heart and not wet - 
cheeks, are almoſt inconliſtent, ſo many occalions of weeping meet 
the Saints withall, thar they can'c long keep dry eyes; tears for 
.. Offending God, tears for preſent and frequent loſſes of their belo- 
ved , tears for the lins of others, whereby God is diſhonoured ; R;- 
vers of tears guſh out of mine eyes becauſe they keep not thy Law, 
P/al. 119. 136. tears for the ſufferings and opprellions of the 
Church, and people of God, By the waters of Babylon we /ate 
. down , and wept when wee ren.embred Sion, Pſal. 137. 1. Some 
occalion or other ſtill furniſhing them with matter of new and freſh 
ſorrows , yea but now comes death , and that carryes them from ' 
this weeping <countrey , and ſets them ina place where tears and 
ſorrows are not known , Rev. 21.4. God ſhall wipe away all tears, 
there ſhall be no more death , nor forrow , nor crying , nor pain 
'Oh what a change is here : And thus you ſee that in all theſe par- 
ticulars, believers gain by dying inthe change of their place. 
 Thenſecondly , as they better themſelves by ke tr Joy reſpet 


24!y. of the place, ſoalſo in reſped of their eſtate and condition , in this 


__ reſpect 


Gain by Dying. 4 
reſpet alia Death makes them great gainers-; and this I ſhall hold 
out unto you intheſe tive RarFplars, 

' They change labour and travel , for reſt and peace , what is a 
mans life whule here, but labour, ſorrow and ſweat, All things are 
full of labeur, Ecclef..1. 8.. God ſent no man hither to beidle, this 
life is for working,if he will have his bands fz/! though but of earth, 
it ſball be with travel and wexation of ſpirit , Ecclef. 4. 6. Yea, 
fore travel hath God gien.ta the ſons of men to be exerciſed there- 
with.. Eccleſ. 1, 13, wouldſt thou have bleſlings temporal, or 
wouldft thou have bleffings ſpiritual ; neither will come with {it- 
ting {till ; the man in purſuite of the former ,. he is up early, a bed 
late, and eats the bread of carefulneſs; and the Chriſtian that pur- 
ſges the latter, he carryes them not with'a few yawning wiſhing, no 
he muſt digg and delve for theſe too, if. thou cryeſt after know- 
ledge, If thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt for her as for pj; , 
hidden treaſures, Prov. 2.. 3, 4. Would be have ſalvation? he muſt __ 
workfor it , work out your [alvation, ſtrive to enter un at the ſtrait x uke 13 
gate, grve diligence to makg your calling and eleition ſure :; what ; 
bleilings ſoever you lookat , tis the diligent hand that maketh rich; , p,- _ 
and while life lafteth , mans iabour.and travel will not end, to be og 
ſure, not the Saints, whoever taketheir eaſe, they muſt nor, their Laker , 
work is too great to ir down and ling the fools requiem, Soul , takg ,- 
vhyne. eaſe : Yea but now death finithes all their labour and tra- », = 
vel, and puts themto reſt, though they could not haveallitting time go 
on earth, yer now they ſhall ſit down with Abrabam and Iſaac, and 
Jacob zz the kingdome of God. 

Rev.14-.13- Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord, they ref 
from their labours, and Heb. 4. 4. there remains reſt for thep eople 
of God, though they have it not here, they ſhall have it, it remains - 
for them ; what ever travel or trouble awaites thetr life, their end is 
peace, Pfal. 37. 37. Mark the upright man, behold the juſt, the end 
of that man is peace ; if once death comes then they reſt; bodies reſt, 
and fouls reſt, bodyes reſt, 7/a. 57.2. They enter into peace, and 
reſt in their beds, yeaand ſouls reſt too , if. Abrahams boſome be a * 
reſhng place. Well that's the firſt things I tbink-you'l call this a 
gry dying, their conditionis much bettered, trom labour and 
travel .to reſt and peace; bue then 

They change corruption and mortality ,. for-incorruption and 2. 
immortality ; 1 Cor. 15. 53. This-corruptible muſt put on incor- Heb. 2. 


ruption, and this mortal muſt put on immortality ;, while here they 15: 
| are 
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are alwayes in fear of death , which is a bondage as the Apoſtle calls 
it, at leaſt in expeation of it; yea but then mortalicy ſhall be 
ſwallowed up of life, and no more dying fears, 1 Cor. 15. 54. When 
#hes corruption ſhall have put on incorruption, and this mortal ſhaft 
have put on immortality , then ſhall be brought to paſs that ſaying 
which 15 written, death is ſwallowed up in vittory : while here, 
what crazy bodyes: do we carty about us? alwayesa dying and 
drawing on-; yea but when we come above, they [hall have ;-po- 
tentians moriendi , be under an impoſlibility of dying , though as 
the learned obſerve , not ab/ſolutam & naturalem'; for ſo God on- 
ly immortal , he only hath an abſolute and ndtural impoſlibiliry of 
dying ; but ex gratia dont, by the free gift and good pleaſure of 
God, our bodies put under an impoſlibility. of dying any "more ; 
and in this reſpe& better with us, then it ſhould have been had we 
{tood with Adam in his innocency , forthen our bodyes had had 
(a) Pot:n- only (4) a conditional power of not dying , but now a certain, im- 
tm 108 poliibility of dying any more. Now , will not our eſtate be much 
—_ _ '” bettered till we have once got this dying work over; we. have 
) N. Ed *. cauſe every moment and in every corner where we. come, to look 
quo loco r him, bed and board, at home and abroad, e/czs qro loco , &c. 
morstecx-(b) thou knoweſt not where death will look for thee, therefore 
petit 90: every where look thou for it; ſometimes its approach is ſo ſuddain, 
= = #9 that rhe ſame day, yea hour, finds thee in the ruff , and leaves a cold 
»:8e;, — andbreathleſs carcaſs, (c/)this ſame death watching us every where 
(c) 2 cm £15 our trouble, butwhen once he is come and we have donethe 
dies vidis work,he ſhall never trouble us more,though the gripe that he gives 
URBens [u- us, with his cold hand may make us winch and tremb:e, yer this 
perbum may ſupport us, having layed his hand upon us, he will lead us to 


bunc dizs 


vidit fus;. *Þe gates of that Kingdome, into which himſelf thall never be ad- 
en\ ja/cx. mitted to aſſault us more; andwill not our conditionthen be mnch 
tem, bettered, yes ſurely , that's a ſecond. 

They change ſybjeQionto'a linning condition, for an impoili- 
3. bility of lining, what a happy gain this will be? as Ido not took 


” 


to perſwade the carnal heart, that knowes no other heaven but 
what the pleaſures fin, or delights of a vain world afford., ſo I 
ſhallnot need totell the. gracious heart, to whom {in i8.indeed a 
burthen : you remember St. Paul*s dol6rous cry, Rom.-7. 24. as 
a man” pained, andcrying for cafe and help, wretched ma: that 1 
Am 16.4,mys from: mane ſenſuniferic tangor ,. the word 
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ſignifies a man —_— oppreſt and burthened (a) with mournful (a) 
calamittes ; or as the lame Author, like one who haveing ſtriven a 2u; cala- 
long time, is at laſt like to be overcome withhis adyerſaryes unleſs Mitatwnr 


he be helped; thus he cryes out for help and deliverance, Wrerch- ##%9/*-. 
F193 ORCTL- 


ed man that I am, » ho ſhall deliver me , now comes Death and hey, ,,m;. 
does it, he ſets this ſame poor ſtrugling, and almeſt worne out t4r affdue 
Captive free; tis true, grace deſtroyes the power, rule, and domi- Mr. Leigh 
nion of {in, but it muſt be death that deſtroyes the being and dwel- Crit, Sacs 
ling of it : oh what would not a gracious heart give that it might 
not offend God, what a gain the gracious heart accounts it, to have 
power but againſt ſome one corruption, appears by his many tears, 
fervent prayers and {trong cryes for a victory ; well, death comes, 
and that brings him a compleat conqueſt, as Aoſes told the Iſra- 
lites at the red Sea, concerning thoſe cruel and opprefting ene- . 
mies of theirs, the Egyptians that had ſo waſted and harraſed 
them with cheir burthens, and concerning whom they were now 
' inſucha great fright, they being at their heeles with all Pharaohs 
Chariots and horſemen and Army, an huge hoſt, if Foſephw ſpeaks 
right , for he ſayes belides all his Chariots he had 50000 horle- 
men , and 200000 footmen ; but what ſayes 17«ſes tothem Exod. 
14. 13. Your enemies which ye have ſeen to day, ye ſhall ſee them no 
more for ever , ſo may I ſay to the dying Saint , of all his corrupti- 
ons and luſts, theſe enemies of thine that have coſt thee ſo much, 
they that have bedewed thy cheeks with tears ſo often, that have 
brought thee upon thy knees ſo often, that have foiled thee ſo of- 
ten ; be of good chear, thou thalt now ſee them no more for ever ; 
never more troubled with a temptation to lin, never old man dwel- 
ling in thy boſome more to affli& and diſquiet thee, Oh! oh! what 
a gain is this tothe heart truly gracious : And this advantage does 
the Saint of Chriſt make by dying, that'sa third thing. 
Yet again in the fourth place , they change comforts at beſt but 4. 
fading, and ſubject to loſs for durabie and eternal, ſolong as we - 
live here , all our comforts are fleeting and withering , the beſt of 
them ebbing and flowing ; do we ſpeak of outward comforts , alas , 
they are poor, looſeable things , aurdeſernent aut deſeruntur , they 
either go from us, or we from them, what one faid of fortune (4) 7,1 ,,_ 
ts glaſſy, when it ſhines ir breaks, may be ſaid of the world with,,g,of cum 
all its beſt things , how many have theſe times preſented us with , ſplender 
that were once ſtored with them to good ſufficiency, but now ſtript frangutur, 


and can call little theix own, ſo for comfortable friends , _— 
| theſe 
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theſe are comforts, but alas but looſable-, thou hadft a dear wife , 
dear husband, dear liſters, brothers ; bur death hath made abreach, 
they are gone, and hath left thee mourning for them , like Rache/ 
weeping for her children and refuſing comfort becauſe they are 
not; but what ſtand I mentioning theſe, go to the beſt of their com. 
forts, internal and ſpiritual comforts, their apprehentions of Gods 
love, their evidences of a Chriſt-intereſt , rhe comforts of Chrilt's 
ſpirit, in compariſon of which , the gracious ſoul counts all the 
world as a little dung , and which he had rather keep than his very 
life, why even theſe, while weare on this {ide the Holy Land , while 
we live here, they are ebbing and flowing ; ſometimes- preſent and 
the ſoul is lifted up, tis in heaven while on earth, by and by all loſt, 
and ſoul all amort, crying perhaps after its beloved, but cannot 
comeat him, 7 opened to my beloved but mybeloved had withdrawn 
himſelf and was gone, Cant. 5.6. How common this with prect- 
ous Saints, this was that which holy Aſ.experienced,and did for- 
tifie his ſoul againſt, Ve rimeas ofponſamea, (b) do not fear O 
(by) my ſoul if he withdraw himſelf from thee, he is coming and 
Ne timeas going, he comes unto thee for thy conſolarion, and- goes 
— iy. away for thy warning, and which of all the Saints 'have been 
tiſper 54 :e ſo happily guarded with divine graces, as to preſerve his comforts 
retrebat fa-At all times green and flonrithing ; no, no, the beſt of our comforts, 
_ / _ ztho' hey _—_ be loſt __ det benevolentiam, in reſp2% of Gols 
1 vent . g00d will, yetthey ma! noad ſenſum & noſtr am exporiciuni 
a: 9-7 '> s inreſpe& of our fea and ian hg Go.s loving 
conſolatig. Kindneſs cannot, yer our ſenſe of it may be loſtand taken from us, 
zem,recedit which makes it very dark and gloomy withthe poor ſoul, and turns 
«dcaute- his ſongs.into Lamentations , yea but now comes death, and chat 
_ puts us into poſfeſſion of ſuch comforts, or puts us ſo: into poſleſli- 
on of our comforts , as that they are our of fear of loſing any more; 
when once we take poſſeflion of our comforts above, our tenure 
of them ſhall run parallel, with the long line of Gods eternity ; 
there we ſhall ſee his face, and alwayes thining , it ſhall never be 
more eclipſt, there we fhall enjoy our beloved and we thall be 
parted no-more., will not ere be a happy gain ? why thus ſhall we 
* gainers in reſpe& of our eſtate by dying, and that's the fourth 

thing.. | 
|  Andlaſtly, they change an eſtate of need and want , yea. con- 
5s tinual want, for aneſtate offulneſs and all plenty, ſo long as we 
live below weare alwayes wanting: ſomething, take me a wicked 
- | man 
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man that the world hath efpouſed for its chaiſeſt favourite , or take 
me the child of God , that he bath moſt enriched , ler me ſee the 
face that will ſay be wants nothing, as for the wicked man that 
hath moſt, I warrant thee yet he wants ſomewhat , hath he wezlth? 
he wants health wealth and health ? wants honours, gvod name + 
children, hath heall theſe, and thinks he wants nothing? ah poor 
heart, he don't know his wants , he wants God , without whom all 
his enjoyments nothing worth,quzd prodeſt divats quod habet [i De- 
um qu omnia dedit non habet , what will a wicked mans All do him 
good, whiles without God the giver of all good, he wants grace, 
more precious than Gold , he wants pardon oflin, peace of con- 
ſcience , ſet him by, ſet him by, he is a poor wanting creature, but 
give me the Saint of God, *tis he we would ſpeak to, come. friend , 
thou haſt other manner of riches than the other, but doſt thou want 
nothing? oh God help me Sir, want yes; I have an bard heart and 
would have it ſoftned, I have ftrong corruptions and would have 
them ſubdued, I have weak graces at beſt , and would have them 
ſtrengthned, I beleive and fcarce beleive, hope and ſcarce hope, 
ſometimes have comforts, ſometimes none, my wants are great ; (a) 
loherea wanting world, nothing but wants while in this world; Faczlius 
but now comes death , and he goes where he ſhall want nothing , 55 mo 
tor temporals, no need of them, nothing for ſpirituals, all perfe& :\,", Fra 
tis the ſaying of one (4) 145 eaſier to tell what ts not in heaven, than celo,quam 
what i in heaven , 1cannottell you what the riches of it are, but to q%id ft in 
be ſure there be no wants there, Rev. 7. 16, 17. they ſhall hunger ©©'0-- 
no more, thirſt no more , and chap. 21.23. That City hath no need, ,, its 
of the Sunor Moon, the glory of God lightens it , and the Lamb j Se 
z5 the light thereof. No no, the Saints needy dayes are gone now, lingue ſin: 
their wanting time is over , here's nothing bur whar- is delirable , 9744; cen- 
and here's every thing that is deſirable, yea fulneſs of all delira- '*” 
bleneſs, and eternity to compleatall , when once death hath waftedgun 76. 
them over upon that ſhore , they ſhall find nothing wanting to com- Je; um com- 
pleat their everlaſting blisfulnels , as I remember one ſpeaking of prendere 
hell ayes,* Now mihi ſt centum &c.which is Englilhed briefly thus, form: - 

4 P&- 


Noheart of man can think, no tongue can tell, - nerd per" 


The direful pains ordain'd and felt in Hell. cUNTere ne- 
So may I ſay of Heaven, mina po[- 
Had 1 a thouſand tongues, I might not expres its full happineſs, ſe». 
will glorious Robes pleaſe? will princely Attendance pleaſe? . will 
delicious Feaſting pleaſe ? I could ferch FR to atteft all theſe 
2 


as 
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dark reſemblances of that glory ; but what ſpend T words when the 
Apoſtle, who was alittle eye witneſs and ear witneſs, when he was 
caught up into Paradiſe, 2 Cor. 12. 4. yet concludes its fulneſs of 
happineſs thus, 1 Cor. 2. g.. Eye hath not ſeen , nor ear heard, nei- 
ther have entred-into the heart of man the things that God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 

Now whether to.change a barren countrey, which is alivates in 
want , for ſuch fulneſs of eſtate, and unutterable plenty , be not a 
Sainful changejudge you , but this change do Chrjſts Saints make 
by dying ;' And thus-I have ſhew'd you in theſe five particulars, 
that Saints gain by dying, in part of eſtate and condition , one ſtep 
farther and we ſhall come to the uſe, 

As they make a gain ofdeath in the change of their place, as they 
make a gain by death in refpe& of "their eſtate and condition, ſo 
they gain in the change of their company , in this reſpe& alſo death 
makes them gainers, and this I ſhall hold out unto you in theſe 
three particulars. 

Fir they change unholy company for company that is holy and 


"62 pure, unholy company ? why the Saints aſſociate not themlſelyes 
'P ſal. with ſuch here , doth not the Pſalmiſt bantth ſich his foctety , away 


fromme ye wicked , doth not he complain , Wo tis me that I dwell in 
Meſech ? does he not profeſs, all wy delight is in the Saints that 


5. Pſa. dwell on earth ?. T anſwer, tis true he docs {o, and the like do all 
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' Saints delire, as manis a fociable creature , ſo by his ſociety you 
may judge ofthe man,. wicked men are for company like thei- 
ſelves, and Saintsfor Saints ſociery ; the righteous areabominarion 
to thewicked, and rhe-wicked are abomination to the righteous, 
Canaanites are-thorns 1n the Iſraelites {ides, and pricks in their 
eyes, I would as ſoon gueſs at a man bound for heaven or hell by 
tis companions., as by moſt mai ks I know ; it was the ſpeech of a 
good woman lying upon her bed of licknefs , and under ſome trou- 
ble of ſpirit, her comforts eclipſed ; Lord (ſayes ſhe) 7 hope thou 
welt not ſend me to hell, ſor there be the wicked, and thou knoweſt 
1 never loved their company upon earth , Gods Saints had ' rather 
be in a defart, then with debauched companions; Pſal...5 5.6. 0 
that T had wings likes a dave ; then would I flee away, yea wander 
far off , andremain in the wilderneſs, but though thele be not the 
Saints companions by way of choice or opticn ,,yet ſo long as 
their converſe and walk lyes herein the world, they muſt have to 
29:60 with ungodly ones; tis true their fellow Saims are their 

car 
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dear aſſociates, the companysthey delight in, but they cannor 
ſometime avoid finners company too, for thenas St. Paul fayes, rx 
Cor. 5. a0. they muſt go out of the world, yea but now comes 
death and that ſets them among company pure and perfe& , now 
they are for Mount S:0z, the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Hieruſalem, the innumerable company of Angels, the general 
aſſembly , the Church oj the firſt born, and with God the judge of all, 
with the ſpirits of juſt men made perfeit , with Feſus the mediator , 
&c. Heb..12. 22.23. Now they arein the kingdome which no 
unclean thing enters , where are ſhut out all dogs, and ſorceres, and 
whoremongers, murderers, Idoſaters, lyars , with the reſt of that 

curſed rabble; this is Go1s holy place , where muſt come none but 

holy perſons, called the Inheritance of the Saints in light, Coll. 1. 

I2. the inheritance undefiled , 1 Pet. 1. 4.. where they thall have no» 

wicked Belialite, to vex , perſecute, trouble!, mock , reproach , or 

bark againlt holineſs and holy pertons , no, they are gone by them- 
ſelves, to a place oftheir own., and ſhall never more diſquiet thee, 

in thy eternal and uninterrupted enjoyment, of thy long withel for 

reſt and peace: Oh what a gainful change is this to hearts truly 

gracious , company well amended ; that's the firſt thing. 

Then ſecondly they change company of an inferiour. and lower 
rank, for Princes and Kings ſociety ; nay indeed none come there: 
but Kings, all crowned perſons; Rev. 1. 6. He bath made us 
Kings and Prieſts to God , ſuch they were here.though their g!0- 
ry was obſcured , but now they goto have their Crowns put on , 
ſhall be cloathed with their Robes, have their palms in” their 


hands, and beſet upon their Thrones and ſeats Royal, Chriſt pr:7h. 
told rhem before, Ye that have walked with me in regeneration, 1g ,28, 


ſhall fit upon Thrones ;, and now will make good his word to them, 
therefore there inheritance is called a Kingdome, Luk. 12.32. Yea 
a glorious kingdome, a kingdome incorruptible that fadeth not a- 
way ; now *tis come , it was long ſince prepared for them, and 
now they being prepared for it ſhall have it, Matth. 25. 34- Come 
ye bleſſed of my father receive the Kingdome prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world, oh little thought the world when time 
was , what honour awaited this poor deſpiſed handful , yea bur 
, nowto the grief of their hearts, and gnalthing their teeth , they 
ſhall ſee to what honour God deligned them their life was bid be- 
fore, though Kings children, yet they were in their nonage 
oh with what a ſcornful eye did the ts, * sallant look upon 2 
EN 4 3 podr . 
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14 The Saints -Priveledge , or : 
poor Saint , too low companions for his worſhip , yea but now - 
death comes, and the Saint hath the' better of him, he'is- tor higher 
company than ever he was ,- the King of Kirgs admits -hmro him- 
ſelf ,androa- participation of that glory , in compariſen of which , 
the higheſt earthly honour was but a Glow-worms ſhine, where 
Angels and crowned perſons are his everlaſting affociates, himfelf 
crowned with the ſame glory , and that's a ſecond peice of their 
ain by death, in reſpe& cf their company , but then , 

And Laſtly, in the loſs of friends themſelves ; yea their deareſt 
and beſt beloved, they gain yet dearer and more delirable, *cis 
true, they are dear friends , and dear relations that death deprives 
them of, rending the wife from the tender embraces of her beloved 
husbard , in compariſon of whoſe ſociety , all other worldly friends 
are not eſteemed, rending the husband from the boſome of the 
wife, the flower and crown of all her earthly delights and ſubluna- 
ry contentments, rending the children from the parents boſomes , 
who would if God had fo pleaſed, redeemed their lives though 
with the loſs of their own , O Abſalom, Abſalom, would God I had 
dyed for thee, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom, and how much more pier- 
cing, the loſs of children gracious, were it not for the hopes of 

the one above the other; rheſeare huge and ſore loſles ; 7ob ſtood 
under the reports of a loſt eſtate pretty couragiouſly , but when 
this meſſenger of death came, Thy ſons and thy daughters were 
eating and drinking in their elder brothers houſe , and the houſe is 
fallen upon them , and the yoing men are dead, then Tob aroſe and 
rent his mantle, Cap. 1. 10. Yea but yet even here the Saint by 
death becomes a gainer, for it carryes them to friends far better 
and dearer, to God their beſt friend and father, to Jeſus Chriſt, 
like whom is no beloved, 1 Thefl. 4. 17. We rod be ever with 
the Lord, comfort one another with theſe words , it was the fay- 
ing of one Carpenter a Martyr, My wife and children are ſo dear 
tome, that all the riches of the greateſ® Duke could not buy them 
from me, but for the love of my Lord I willingly forſahe them all. 
and holy Bernard was wont to fay , Lord Feſm Ilove thee, plus 
quam mea, plus quam meas, pluſquan me, more than all my goods 
and oolſeliions. more thanall my friends and relations, more than 
my ſelf, to this love, loving and beloved friend death carryes them, 
I hope you will not think they leave any fo deſirable behind 
them, | $7 LOG | 

Itwasa moſt braye ſpeech of Socrates, when his friend Cr:ro 

| | pet- 
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perſtraded him, Ut fo vitamſuam, &-c.-(4) that if he did not re- () 
gard his life for his own fake, yet for his childrens ſake, and 72% 
e ſake of his friends that depended on him , he ſhould do what he yeg1iy her 
could to preſerve ir; to whom he made this worthy anſwer, As liberis ta- 
for my children, he takes care of them who gave them me , and as" 77- 
for my friends, when Iam gone hence, I (hall find friends, either **"* - 
ſuch. as you are, or better , and however I do look not to be long "57d 
without your company too, you will thortly follow me; he was dearibus. 
an Heathen, but I am ſure his ſpeech ſounds moſt Chriſtian ;, does /crvars 
the dying Saint loſe dear friends, itis their loſs, but not his, he pr 
going. to dearer :. and thar's the third thing wherein (1n point of -argwrry 
the company ) he isa gainer by dying. And thus I hope. I have zo dedir 
cleared my Doctrine, and made it good.that Gods people gain by cure /uxt , 


dy ing. | | amicos big 
- he ts a diſcedens 

y gain by the change of their place. Papas 4-af 

They gain by the change of their eſtate and condition. aut vobis . 

| They gain by the change of their company. ſmiles aut 


We come now to ſee what improvement we. can make of this mebores, 
comfortable truth, to our own benefit and adyantage , and the'**, ve/ir4 
uſes !hall be theſe. —_— 

Firſt, learn hence the great difference between the death of, 
Gols people, and the deaths of wicked and prophane wretches , V/e 7. 
there is not the thouſandrh part ſo much difference. in point of de- 
{irableneſs, between the ſeeming excellencies and flouriſhing 
pompe of che worlds greateſt darlings, and the low, fad, aftlited 
weather-beaten eſtate of Gods poor, Saints, in reference to their 
Jives, as there is reall difference in their deaths and latter ends, we 
ſay death -is a gain to the Saints, yea but on ſic impits , not lo to 
thewicked, to them ? no let them try if death will advantage them , 
you make a gain b dying? yes, dyeand try , death to the Saints, 
tis a reſt and refreſhing ; but to theſe, as one ſayes well , *tis like the 
diſtracted: lumber of a condemned perſon, who anticipates bis 
next mornings execution ina frightful dream. The Saints may 
ſay to death ,as Davidto Ahimaar, come in thou bringeſt good 
tidings, butthe wicked may ſay to him as Ahab to Elijah, Haſt 
thou found me O mine enemy , beloved, by therule of contraryes, . 
if there be gain in the death of the righteous, then there is loſs in. 
the death of the wicked , and poor hearts there is indeed: Shall I 
ſhew you in a few particulars, what loſs there is in the death of che 
wicked man ; why thus then FR 
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Firſt, he loſeth all the hopes that everhe had ;/and'in the room 
of them ſucceedsblack deſpair, we cannot deny but there'is a vain 
hope in wicked men of happineſs, a fooliſh hope that it ſhall go well 
with them hereafter how ever they live here; we would fain beat 
them from it but we cannot , wetell them *tis a good believing hope, 
tis a holineſs reproaching hope, *cis an Heaven debaling hope , tis a 
Dezil plealing hope,'tis a in encouraging hope, and *tis a ſoul- 
damning kope; all this notwithſtanding , they will hold it; the 
Devil tath begotten ſuch a blind fancy in them , that notwithſtan- 
dingthey go on in fin, yet they bleſs themſelves and fay., I ſhall 


_have peace, God is merciful, and I do not fear but tofare as well as 


the preciſeſt of them all , and this hope may be ſo fine a ſpun thred 
that it may be drawn out tothe very dying hour, yea bur then ir 
breaks , Prov. 11. 7. When a wicked man dyes his expettation pe- 
riſheth, and the hope of anjuſt men is cut off, as one ſayes on that | 
place, perhaps he might even dye inſtrong hopes of heaven, but 
his hope and breath failed him together , *:zs the righreous hath hope 
in his aeath , Prov. 14. 32. the other might have it to his death , 
but not in his death, -then farewel that, as one ſayes, the wicked 
hopes breathing, but the godly hopes expiring, ob. 27. 8. What i 
the hope of the . Hypocrite , though he hath gained , when God tukes 
away his ſoul , what is it ? why 1tis a vain nothing, he would not 
letir gowhile he lived , but now he dyes it muſt go; many times 
the poor wretch ifa little awakened, ſhewes you chat his hope 1s 
departed before himſelfdeparts, by his dolourous out-cryes , lick 
bed ſhrikes anddeſpairing ſpeeches, but however beyond death no 
wicked mans hope can hold it, no his: hopes are all loft. 

They loſe all their peace by dying , but had ever the wicked man 
peace? God ſayes There is no peace ro the wicked, Ela. 48. 22.1 
mean that quiet that they had in their breaſts, by their tame ſub- 
miſlion to Satan as their Soyeraign, and from their ſleepineſs or 
deadnels of their conſciences , that they ſtirred nor to their trouble 
and diſquieting ; this is now gone and changed for horrors , ſtings 
of conſcience, and teeth meeting bites of the neyer dying worm , 
they have hitherto been men very quiet all at peace, devilat peace 
never troubled them, conſciences at peace ſeldome had an angry 


word from them, as tine conſciences for the wicked mans tooth as 


were ia tlie world, for they might do what they would, lye, ſwear, 
be drunk, they would ſeldome braul or ſay, why do you ſo, this 
was brave indeed, yes if it would hold , but it will not ſure: _ 

that 
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that adying hour is come, How isir now,what all quiet ſtill 2 no,n o, 
now the dog is awakened and it will bark , now the Lyon is r0u- 
ſedandwill roar, every flaſh is fire, and every word a Scorpions 
ſting; oh conſcience, conſcience, it was long before thou ſpakeſt, 
but now thou doeſt, *cis death to hear thee, oh could you ſpeak 
with the poor heart an hour after death, and ask now , what peace 
man? put that queſtion to him, is it peace 7ehy, is it peace, is all 
quiet {till? you will find the cafe much altered, lo here the mans 
peace and quiet, 'tis all gone, all loſt ; Then 

They change their comforis, ſuch asthey had, impure and mixt, +. 
but better then none at all, for pure torments, thoſe pleaſures and 
delights which rl:ey did enjoy, they are all loft, and what but bitter 
pain ſucceeds them , S0z7 remember thou in thy life tice hadſt thy 
good things, hadlt them, but gone now as *tis ſaid of Babyloz , 
Rev. 18. 14. The fruits that thy ſoul luſied after they are departed 
from thee, all things which were dainty and goodly they are departed 
from thee, and thou ſhalt find them no more at all. the man bad 
riches , but they are gone, gay clothes, full rabies, cups running 
over, butall loſt, Labaz and his bags, Nabal aad :is flocks , they 
are parted, Belſhaz.zar and his Boules, Herod and his Harlots 
they are now aſunder, all loſt. A gr-at Lord thewing to a friend 
his great Houſe, and pleaſant Gardens, his friend ſaid to him, Sir, 
you had need make ſure of Heaven, or elſe when you dye you will 
be a very great loſer, all cheſe comfo:ts they are all lolt. - 

They change their wicked com, anions , which were ſometime A. 
the delire and deiighr of their ſoules; for the compaiay of Devils 
and Camned ſpirits, G's from we ye curſed, into everlaſting fire pre- 
parea for the Devil and his Angels, there be their companions 
now, as the Devilfaid co Saul, thi day ſhalt thou he with me, time 
was when they would not be for Saints ſociety, I warrant ye they 
now would if they might , but nov they ſhall not; no, there is a 
left hand company for them, theſe roaring boyes {ha'l have roaring 
COmpantons. 

Ina word , they change whatever happineſs they itood poſleit 
of, for completioa, perfetion , and perpetuity of miſery: wicked TJ: 
men gain By dying? oh poor hearts, peſſima mors peccatorss, the 
death ofa wicked man is a moſt dreadful thing , as one ſayes, (a) (a) 
*tis bad in the loſs ofall their worldly good things, *tis worſe in Mala in 
mind; amiſſione, pejor in carais ſeparatione, peſſima in vermis igaiſg; contritione Layeiy psſe 
Fi apy tyToy yov 
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Soul and body parting ; and worſt of all in the worm and fire that 


followes it, all you prophane wretches, what happineſs ye look 


for, take it before your death; as indeed you do, crying, Let «s 
eat and drink_, to morrow we dye, come fetch Wine, we will fill our 
ſelves with ſtrong drink., and to morrow ſhall be as this day and 
much more abunaant, Eſa. 56. 12. or as they are notably deci. 
phered, W:ſedome 2. 5,6,7, 8,9. Our time a ſhadow that paſ- 
ſeth away, and after our end there is no returning , come on there- 
fore let us enjoy the good things that are preſent , let us ſpeedily uſe 
the creatures, let ws fill our ſelves with coſtly wine , and oyntments, 
let no flower of the ſpring paſs by us, let us crown our ſelves with 
roſe buds before they be withered, let none of us go without his part 
of voluptuouſneſs, = this is our portion : what gallant fellowes if 
this would hold ? but as.our Saviour fald to 7udas, what thou doeſt, 
do quickly, ſo ſay I to you, make haſt, make haſt, for if death comes, 
all's gone, on ſad is the death of wicked and prophane wretches ; 
they are loſers, great loſers; And that's the firſt Uſe : Again. 
Learn hence the reaſon of that great difference , between the 
righteous and the wicked, in their entertainments of death, the 
one meets it with reſolution, holy confidence, cheerfulneſs , the 
other with fear , trembling, __ aſtoniſhment , the reaſon is, the 
one knows he ſhall gain by it, but the other (as well he may) dreads 
alols; tell the Saint of dying, you do not put palenelſs into his 


cheeks : When Modeſtus Liettenant to Fulian that Apoſtate and - 


perſecuting Emperour, told Baſi! of grievous things ( as he 
thought) confiſcation of goods, and banilſhment , and death, the 
good mananſyered preſently, all theſe are nothing , for confiſca- 
tion of goods, I have no:hing but a few old books and tattered 
clothes; and for baniſhment , I count the whole earch mine, and 
for death, that will but haſten me to Go1 to whomT live, and with 
whom I would fain be; he could not dauat him with dying tydings ; 
yea, but now tell the other of death , and you trouble him, you pur 
him-1nto Belſhazzars fits, when he ſaw the hand writing upon the 
wail, Dan, 5- 6+ Hs countenance was changed , his thoughts trou- 
bled him, the joynts of his loins were looſed , and his knees ſmote one 
againſt another , the Saints of God are brought in, in Scripture, 
as men rather delirous of, -then dreading a diſſolution , Lord now 
let thy ſervant depart, ſaid good Simeon, I deſire to be diſſolved and 


to be with Chriſt, ſaid the Apoſtle Pant, We are willing rather to 


be abſent from the body , and preſent with the Lord , Lookgng for , 
| £7 and 
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andhaſtening to the coming of Chriſt , not dreading it, fearing and 2 pes. 3. | 
flying it, and the whole troop of Saints are brought in, crying 12, Rev, | 
come Lord Feſir, yeathey are ſaid ro love the appearing of Chriſt, 22, 20. 
and to wait for him from Heaven, yea but now are wicked men 2 75. 
thus afte&ted towards death? no, and can ye blame them, they ,, 8. 
ſhould be mad if they were, death hach too ghaſtly a countenance x Coy, 
for them to look at with ſuch an eye, there is nothing to them ſo 5, -, 
dreadful inall the world as death ; Now if you would know the 

reaſon of this, the Doctrine contains it, the Saints know they 

ſhall gajgby i:, bur not ſo che wicked man. 

Obj. But 1 have here an objettion to anſwer , methinks I heare | 
ſome ſay, but are the Saints this affeiied to death, and do wicked | - | 
men dye thus trembling, we often ſee the contrary as to both, the 
Saint fearful , and the wicked daring in point of death , for anſwer 
to this,as to both this, and jr ſt for the gracious heart. 

Sol. *Tis poſlible a pretious Saint of God ro meet death with 
ſome reluctancy, and thai from a double cauſe. 

1. Firſt chey conlift of rwo principles, tieth and ſpirit,imperfe&- 
ly fancified, now the tieth may prevail , and fo far a natural fear of 
death ſurprize for the preſent , bur ler the ſpiritual and fantified 
part prevail , and ſofar dearh's fear abated , there is a mixture of 
unbelif wich faith, ſo aiuch unbel:ef, ſo much unwillingneſs , but fo 
much faith, ſo much delire, and the more faith che leſs fear ; or 
2, There may be a certain unprepateunels at preſent in 
a ſouls appreheni1ion for death , and that may cauie ſome unwil- 
lingneſs, apprelienuing ſome unfitneſs, evidences not 10 clear, aſſy- 
race clouded , O ſpare me a little that I may reco" er my ſtrength 
before I go hence and be no more ſeen , as a Spoute thar is to marry 
an Husband, ihe would be prepared for tis coming, aad though 
the may exceedingiy delire his coming, yet becauſe things not ſo 
ready as ſhe would have them, perhaps the may not fo delire his 
coming at that preſent; ſo the gracious heart , not bur char he 
looks at death as gain , not becauſe he would rot be with Chriſt 
with whom he accounts it beſt being, but perhaps would be more 
fitted for his preſence, which he hopes to be if God ſpare him , but 
ſtil with a ſweet and holy ſubmilton to the Lords good will and 
pleaſure. 

Obj. Yea but then for wicked men , do not we often ſee them go 
to death without any {ch , car and affrichtment » no ſuch terrours 
upon ther ſpirits 4s you ſpeak of, Now, to this I Anſwer, 

; C4 Firſt, 
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Firſt *ris poſſible they may. be ignorant of death and its conſe- 
quences, dye like fooles-and beaſts without regard to what fol- 
lowes, thinking when dead , there is an end of them , ſay not ſuch. 
are ſcarce to be found among Chriſtians, for Ile tell you the ig- 
norance of thouſands is moſt lamentabie and dreadful. Or, 
Perhaps they deceive themſelves with vain hopes, if it ſhall be 
well with them, and God will be gracious to- them , the Hipocrite 
along time deceived others, and *cis juſt wirh God he thould at laſt 
deceive himſe!f, their hope may laſt till death it ſelf gnawes it aſun- 
(a) der,(4a) as oneſayes, many goe down to-Hell with a vagyor* of 
oo” if eaven. Or, "pp 
bac ſpe ad 3: Perbapsthey are dead before they dye, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
eternos la. of ſome that are paſt feeling, ſeared; they are ſefſcleſs and not 
bores, & awakened, Nabat like, their hearts dead as a ſtone; as one ſayes, 
os de- Many go down to Hell, wakzng not till they feel. thoſe flames about 
= "2 their ears , could you ſpeak withany or all theſe but an hour af- 
P?: 4 ter death, they would ling another ſong. 
19. Now you muſt know, when we ſpeak of death being ſo terrible 
1 Sam. tOlinners, weſpeak of finners with their eyes opened, their con- 
25. 38, ſciences a little enlightned and awakened , and cotheſe the-rydings 
of death are killing, I warrant you they cannot look it in the face, 
with their own faces ſmiling, and iruly you cannot blame them; 
for what thould makea wicked man willing to dye? firſt at ghe beſt, 
they are uncertain what ſhajl become of them, as .4r:ſforle when 
, ready to dy cryed out, I dye douvrſully, and whither 1 ſhall go 1 
{24 know not , (b) and Adrian the Emperour, animula vagula, Cc. 
worior quo 9405 7Hne abibis inloces,, oh my poor ſoul what places art thou 
vadam now going into, why what then can makethem willing, is it to be 
neſcio. rid of ſome pain they feel, nay then they are well helpt up, no, no 
they may ofcen ina rage call for death, as they do, but when it 
comes to, they dare not dye, and you cannat blame them : *ris only 
the Saint of Chriſt dares dye, and the reaſon why the one wel- 
comes, the other dread deaths approach , *cis the Saint believes a 
pe Bain, the other dreads a loſs by a dying time:, And that's a ſecond 
e. 
U/ez. . Againthirdly, do Gods Saints gain by dying?. let it be for com: 
fort and ſupport to all Gods number, what a ſoul-comforting point 
15 this toall you whoſe faces are heaven-ward,ro you to live tsChriſt, 
why then, ro aye ſhall be gain: And there is a.threefold account 
whereupon you, may bottome comfort from this honey _ as. 
ir 
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Gainby Dying. 2:1 
Firſt, here is comfort againſt your own death, how may this. - 
kill in every good heart the fear of dying, doeſt thou upon thy re- 
ceiving the ſentence of death in thy ſelf, thrink and give back ? for 
ſhame remember thy ſelf, thou'lt get by it, I tell thee Friend it 


comes for no harm but good to thee, It wasa worthy Speech that 7 


Artabanus gave Xerxes, that mighty Emperour of Perſia, who 
viewing his huge Army of atleaſt a thouſand thouſand Men, drink- 
ing up Rivers as they went, and commanding Hils and Seas to give _ 
way unto them, he fell a weeping, becauſe it came into his mind 
that withinan hundred years, not one of that goodly Company 
would be found alive, to whom he anſwered thus, I would quoth 
he that were the worſt, for we endure more ſorrow by retaining 
life, neither is there any one of theſe or of all men living belies , 
ſo happy upon Earth , that he does not often caſt in bis mind how 
much more pleaſure there is in dying, then there is in living, I 
am ſure the Saints of God may truly ſay ſo, doſt weep to think of 
death? Itell thee my friend, thou wilt ger more by dying, then 
ever thou ſhall get by living. | 


I haye read of 7 rophonius and Agamedes , (a). who having built,,, =, 


a Temple io Apollo, as they were worthipping c04 in theſame, n,uy "che 
they beg'd a reward of their labour and pains , and they would not e unr mer. 


ask any certain or particular good thing, but only asked, qxod opti- ccdem op. 
mum cſſet homini , that which ſhould be beſt for man, and ſayes |” © #4 
th Author preſently upon the requeſt, mortii ſunt repertsi, they aj = 7 
were both found dead, beloved, for Gods Saints it were the grea- [ed quod 
teſt good indeed, 7 deſire(ſayes the Apoſtle) to be diſſolved andeſ t o;t'- 
to be with Chriſt, which is m9M\@ warn xgagcoy wlto mags me- 7M homt- 
lius , much more better or beft of beſts, Phill. 1. 22. and that'sthe** 

firſt branch of your comfort, namely againſt your own death. 

2. Then Secondly , here is matter of comfort and ſupport a- 
gainſt the loſs of your godly relations , *cis true, *cis hard to fleth 
and blood to par: with near and dear relations , and not to expreſs 
immoderate ſorrow , truly but that we are inconliderate at ſuch a 
time , if we would ſet their gain againſt our loſs, it would be mar- 
ter of great ſupport : I am not againſt the ſending our gractous 
friends to the graves with tears, and grief next to tears for Gods 
dithonour, and the Churches ſufferings , I know no better uſe tears 
can be put to, then to lament the departures hence of goo4 men 
and good women, to let the world know its great loſs by their re- 
moya), whither related to us or not ; _ nature ſomewhat w 
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(a) Ceed for relation ſake, I think it either no offence , or very pardona- 
"puny, ble, Iplead not againft our ſorrowing, bur exceſs of it, as ('4) one 
x ax. ſayes, theſe paſlions of grief and ſorrow, they are natural and 
eSnz yunreproveable, but when they break their baunds and become in- 
74. ordinate, theniinful , therefore Bernard diftinguitheth berween 
MF rhe rarbationem & perturbationen , *tis good (layes te) to be rroubled, 
þ hen fi. but not over-troubled : when we give way tothe excetlive breaking 
{:s.  omofthoſepaſtiois, litting down andiinking in our ſorrowes, 
Turbarz and leiting our greifs ſo ſraliow ns up, that with Rachel we refuſe 
Lo1m oft to be comtorted this 1 condemn and wou!d it; engthen you agaiaſt. 
; wept ,; I pray thee friend what is the cauſe of thoſe thy exceſlive greifs at 
4 =. 1:11; the departure of thy gracious. fricnds , is itthy own loſs or their 
opzretur- loſs? thy own, be quiet man - he that cook away one might have 
bari, takenaway.more, nay all , bad hepleaſed is it their loſs? nay there 
+ nk  thouart miſtaken, they have loſt nothing , but every way gained : 
im, Oh could our dead husbands, dead wives , dead Parents, dead 
 deſpondere, friends, (L mean dead in Chriſt) that have changed a poor earthly 
Tabernacle for a Princely Pallace , Sorrows for Joyes, Earth for 
Heaven, Travel ior Reſt, behold us bere !ying in tears for them, 
they would {ay to us, as ſometimes Chriſt to the daughters of Jeru- 
Jalem, weep nor fer as but for your ſelves, we are well , never ſo 
well, nay till now , never well ; 0: the gain that tie Saints have by 
death, may bear up the ſpirits of their deareſt friends at their pagg 

ting with rhem ; that's a ſecond branch of comfort. 

3. Andlaſtly , he:eis comfort againſt all deaths Harbingers , 
your Crofles, Afictions, Perſecutions, and tryals, that oi this 
lide Heaven you meet witlall , "all changes and chances, all trou- 
bles and loſſes, wherewith this life is laden from the womb to the 

$624 + Comb, fromthe Cratle :o the Grave, wan 5s born to trouble as the 
me poteſt, ſparks ſiye upward , and if the Saints ſhould ſcape them that were 
Ledere non ſtrange indeed, I hope while you live in your enemies countrey, 
4 you donorexpect it, but be of god chear, none of them all can 
LE £ harm thee, how prove you that viz ? why thus, if the King of ter- 
vir inquie TOUrs cannot harm thee, none of {1js peity uncerlings ſhall doit; if 
quid zob;s death be thy gain, theſe hail not be cty loſs , run therefore your 
poterie race, though afflicted with bope and patience , thou mayelit ſay of 
forge = the worit of troubles, or troublers, as he oi chat Tyrant, He may 
Worton Kell me, but he cannot hurt ne. It was ab/ave ſpeech of Damindas, 
contemsj. When ſome toid him, now Php was broke into their Country, 
ans, they were afraid of ſuffering grievious things. (b) O you half - 
| | rite 
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rited men, what need wefear ſuffering who have learned to deſpiſe 
even death it ſelf ? why fo, here death ſhall be your advantage, 
we none of theſe ſhall be your prejudice : that's a third Uſe, 
then, 


Councell, wherewith I wil ſhut up all, that's toofold.. 

7. Toall that hear me, and my Councell to you 1s, as ever you 
expe to have death do you a kindneſs, ſo look you be found of 
this Saints number, of this ſame poor ſcorne4 company of Saints , 
believe it thoſe be they that can told up their heads in death, when 
others have cauſe to trembleand look ruefully, rheſe be they ſhall 
get by death, when others thall looſe all, and whatever your opi- 
nion of them be, now you'i with to-be of them one day. I know 
not that ever I met with that man, that would not have dyed a Saint 
though he lived a very Devil, then with Baalam, Oh that my Soul 
might dye the death of the Righteous, and my laſt end be like His, 
but don'c cozen your ſelves, holineſs in Life, hope in Death, and 
happineſs of death, follow each other , If not of this number, as 
ſure as the Lordlives, death will not pleaſure you, but ruine you. . 
That's the firſt. 

2. Tothe Saints themſelves, and my councell is, that you would 
le after a full aſſurance, that your death ſhall be thus be- 


n toyou ; ro know in your ſelves ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
HebTo. 34.) not only by Gueſs, Conjecture, or Hear-ſay, but be 
able to ſay as-the Apoſtle here, to we to dye # gain,without which 
you'l never beable to dye like your ſelves , but timerouſly and 
doubtfully, which though we cannot ſay but may be ſometime - 
the caſe ofa good Chriſtian, yet is much belo:y his gooinels. And 
therefore reſt not til] you have got above dying fears, till you can 
ſay, 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, In a word till you can 
end with this Text in your mouthes, and that upona good ground, 
To me to Live hath been Chriſt, and therefore to me to Dye ſhall 
now be Gain. 

Andnoy my Friends, having done with one Text, I know it 
will be exþeed I ſhould apply my ſelf unto another, namely to - 
ſpeak ſomeching touching our dear Siſter, whoſe pilgrimage while 
here, hath been exemplary, whoſe loſs is ſo much lamented, and 
whoſe life and death, I think ifany could be ſo, hath beena perfect | 
Comment on this Scripture, I am perſwaded that you all think,,, 
that ro her to live was Chriſt, and if ſo, then ſureI am, #0 her to 


aye hath been Gain. ” L 


4- Fourthly and laſtly. T have only a word of Exhoxtation and Uſe 4+- 
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I contefs it hath beena cuſtome very ancient in the Church of 
Gol, for che living upon publick occations to commend what was 
praiſe worihy inthe Dead, aadto hold forth their vertuous Exam- | 
ples ro others, for their imitation, witneſs Nazianzen, Baſil , 
David of Abner, withall moſt infinite inftances of the like exam- 

2 $418. ples, boihfrom Sacred Writ, and Church Hiſtory, and ſufficient- 
3.33- |y warranted, by our Saviour Chriſt himſelf rouching Fohn Bap- 
tilt, John 5. 35. He was aburning and ſhining Light. 

Not for paruality or by reſpe&s, becauſe Neighbours, Friends, 
Relations, or telated to.thoſe to whom we owe reſpet. 

Nor for Adulation or Flattery, to commend thoſe that were 
moſt vicious, a Sin inall, eſpecially in Gods Miniſters, who ought 
alwayes ſo to ſpeak and do, as if they heard that voice redde ra- 
tionem cc. give anaccount of thy Steward-lhip,of all men it ill be- 
comes them, by gilding rotten Poſts ro ftrengthen the hands of 

*the wicked in their wickedneſs; Methinks it thould have ſtruck 
that preacher dumb, and filled his heart with trembling , of whom 
this fad Story is related, who when preaching a Funerall Sermon 
for a Man, whom he ſtyled a Religious man, tcard a voyce at the 
ſame time in the Church crying, Morrumns Sum, Fudicatins Sum, 
Damnatus Sum,, Lam Dead, 1 am Judged, I am Damned, : 

If I know my own heart, I would not for a World, giveazTitle 

Osantum undeſerved, nor ſpeak with nyy mouth what my heart gaindlteth ; 
diſtant ab Thales being asked how much truth differed from error, aniWered 
aurtbas 8- (4) as much as the eyes differed from the ears, and if at any time 
*3.: i.4; Miniſters tind occaſion for an Encomium thi hey thoutd 
94; au1;. Miniſters find occalion for an Encomium this way, they thoui 
ut audita be ſure to obſerve that good and ſafe Rule Joh. 3. 11. To ſpeak, 
loquunt#r but what they know, and ieſtify but what they have ſeen. 
q« v1dc3t T have no: been overforward this way when a publique preacher, 
4 Y though in ſome caſes, I rhink it not only lawful, bur convenient, 
£4 and itever I night do it forany, I ſhould wrong the memory of 
this preciousand worthy Saint of Chriſt, ſhould I-not Commemo- 
rate thoſe excellent Vertues, . with which God had rarely endow- 
ed her, above the common Size; I fear not to be counted a flatterer 
by thoſe that knew her well, in any thing I ſhall ſay of her, but 
rather tear, leaſt I wrong her memory in ſpeaking too lictle upon 
this ſuddain warning. " 
 Truelſheneedeth none of our Praiſes, her works while lhe lived, 
praiſes her in the Gates, "and being dead (by them) the yer ſpeak- 
eh, the would have deſpiſed them whiles alive, and wants them 
not 


: / 
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:not now dead,; but as he fad, (;) becauſe ſhe.deſeryed praife, {he! «, » 
deſpiſed it, and becauſe lhe deſpiſed it, ſhe the more: deſerverh -ir;,raudes 
therefore ſomthing I muſt and cannot but ſpeak, and methunks inquie mere- 
freahwith meinmy entrance, as witha man comming into a Gar. 9427 con- 
den where there are vatiety of Flowers, and thercfore be knowes* m_n_ 
not where to,pick, ſo amongſt her many commendable parts, EL mob; 
know not which to preſent you with. Should I but obſerve thatmagi m:- 
Rule forementioned, . tv ſpeak but what I know , and teſtify butrebator. 
what I my ſelf bave ſeen, I might break a box of ſuch precious Spiks- 
zard as would fill the houſe with a ſweet perfume. 
I. Firſt the was you know a young woman, butan- aged Saine, 
I may ſay of her as cruly, as every the Emperour of his 25/0, (b) 74» 
her life was grave and ſerious; the was evena woman froma. child, Hujus vits 
ihe began with God betimes, 1cmembring ber Creator uy thecompoſits 
dayes of her youth, ſhe was none of thoſe whodo (c) conſecrare® PH, 
the top to the Divel, and the bottom to God, and baving, began, p,,\*- 
held on, an even and conſtand courſe-in holineſs, confuting that rc; diabo- 
Diveis proverb (d) a young Saint and an old Divel, which as's conſecrare 
Eraſmn ayes well ( in his Pietas puerilis) was a proverb: deviſedf ces Deo 
by che Devil himſelf, contrary co that of Solomon, Prov. 22. 6.7 W ts 
Trainup a Child iy the way he ſhould go, andiwhenhe is old, he will 1ggejicus 
not depart fromit. I bave known her alingle woman, then mar- juvenis ſes 
ried'to. her former husband Mr. Fob: Clerks a godly Miniſter, and n#b#s feta- 
thent0 her lace worthy Yoke-feliow now living, Captain Roberr ou w 
Fiſher, during all which time, never gave he-the leaſt fear, of Ons ſempl 
having began in the Spirit, ending in the Fleſh, with roo many inrft imbuta 
theſe late looſe dayes,” but on the contrary, the elder the more Pie- recens [er- 
ons, the more years the better Graces, and herlaſt. Works better 24b#t ads* 
then her firſt. Yue 
2. She was ofa moſt ſweet and courteous Nature, of as win- 
ning, affable , and obliging diſpolition, asever I met withall, of 
a friend ——_—_ and an enemy winning converſe, pleaſantneſs 
of ſpirit without levity, affabilicy mixt with gravity, lovely, and 
loving, even toall, not knowing how to provoke any, a very diſci- 
ple of love. Ts | | 
© 3: Shewasaperſon of great humility, into which frame, till God 
hath brought a Soul, he takes no pleaſure init, but humble in heart, - 
"bighin os, (as gg gs - _ ) that my pee 
and. third Vertue, (as- 4/#, hath it) who being asked by one, 
what Vertue was wh and moſt to be _— aniwer'd am 
| S 
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being asked what was the ſecond, /he anſvered humility, and what 
"was the third, be ſaid ſtill Hum'liry, that giacethar carriesa Chriſti. 
an flying ro Heaven, as one ſayes well, the humble man ſcemes, 
burto creep, but he flyes to Heaven, of this knew I ne-er any better 
ſtored, though ſhe had, (eſpe. ially during the time of her laſt Mar. 
riage,) of the things of the world, (wherein Fooles fo pride them. 
. ſelves, and for which they fo prize themſelves) in grea: p!eity and 
abandance, yer like one refolvel-ro follow ber Saviours pattern, 
of whom tis fayd Ph:U. 2.6, 7, 8. Though in the form of Goa, and 
thought it no robbery to be equall with God : Yet made hinſelf of 
no reputation, but took upon him the form of a Servant, & c. So 
this his diſciple, outwardly great, inwardly little, richin the World, 
- poor in Spirit, which grace though it made her nothing in her own, 
yet.it greatned her in the cyes of Godand good men, Math. 18. 4, 
Whoſoever ſhall bumble himſelf as alittle child, the ſame is greateſt 
in the kingdome of Heaven. | 
4. She wasa woman full of mercy and pitty, a liſter-grace to 
theformer, which the Apoſtle Paul coupling together, we will not 
part, Col. 3. 12. Put on as the Eleit of God, hamblenefi of mind, 
and meas mercy. =_ 

a) Mercy isdeſcribed by Saint Auſt. (4) to bea compaſllionate fel- 
liens mi-low-feeling of anothers miſery, that puts me upon telping him- ſo 
ſerie que-far as Iamable, a gracethar none ever loſt by , as they ſay the 
ode Purch have a Proverb, Thefcs never earich, Almes never impo- 
denipaſhs; yerith, and Math. 5. 7. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall ob- 
quaſi roſſu- tain mercy, an hugely honouring grace, that makes Gol 
mus ſubve-the giver of our All, indebted to us for alittle of it again, and we 
nixe com- (hall find hima ſure-pay-maſter, and how largly was this Saint of 
pellemar. C1 iſt ored wich this, her eſtate was large,and I am pe:ſwadel her 
Non pere- heart larger, no queſtion but what witi lawfulneſs ſhe might, ſhe 
wat ſed did this way, and lhe bath lamented it, that ſhe could do no more 
pluriunt then ſhedid, for ſuchas feared God, and made ir her great won- 
paupertbus ger, that ſome thou'd have ſuch eſtates and do ſo little good witlt 
impenſs. them,her will was t0.do good to all,eſpecial'y the houſhold of Fair! 

> themher will was co.do good toall;eſpecialy the houſhold of Faith, 
Qnicquid and where there is a will, comfortable is that ſaying of Auſt. (b ) 
vis & non what thou wouldeſt do thou canſt nor, yet God ſayes tis done,. and 
petes-fa- a greater then Auſtin warrants it, 2 Cor. 8. 12. If there be a wil- 
printasqany ling mind, tis accepted according to that a man hath, and not ac- 

ts Las cording to that he bath not. | 
5- She was admirable for her patience, that grace that enables 1 
| Soul, 
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Soul, cheerfully, and quietly, to ſubmit its will to Gods, and to 
bear what ever befals it 10 its. courſe Lowards Heaven, ſuectly, ard 
contentedly , becauſe God will have it fo: her affliction was long, 
ard ſometimes tharp, yet who ever beard a repining w 0rd from ber, 
how liſently ſubmiltive to thedivine pleaſure ? her pain might ſome- 
time force her to groan, but never to grumble, having lcarned Zobes 
lefſon, cap. 2. 10, Shaft we receive good at the hand of ihe Lord, 
and ſhail we not receive euull, or geod old Eligs, 1 Sams 3+ 18, It 
# the, Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, or that of a greater 
or better then either, Joun 18, 11, The cap that my Father bath 

zen me , ſhall not arink,_it, though fo waſted, i at the became 
a pitiful Anatomy of frail mortali.y,yeta pertect pattern cf chriſti, 
an patience, 

6. She was of a moſt mcek and peaceable frame of ſpirit, her 6+ 
dorning was not plaiting the haire , &c, but with the ornament of a 
meek Cquiet ſpirit,which ts in the ſight of God great price, 1Pets 3.4, 

: Queen Elizabeth was uſed to fay, that next to the Scripture, lhe 
knew no book that did ber ſo much good as Sexes de Clementia, 
and her Clemency was ſuch that her brother King Edward was 
uſed to call her , his ſvcet liſter Temperance, I canno; fay that our 
ſiſter bad ſo much Learning as to read that Book, but ſure I am as 
r9 the practice, ſhe bad ſo learned that , that none could exceed her, 
and from a better Maſter then all Senecaes , Math, 11, 2g. Learn 
of me , for I am meek and lowly in heart. N 

7. She was a conſtant frequenter when able , and an affeRionate 
lover of Gods Word and Ordinances, It isa great argument of an 
heart truly gracious , when it can ſay with koly David, Pf. 26: 8. 
Lord, I have leved the habitation of thy Heuſe , and. the 'placs 
where thine Honour dwellech, How often have I ſeen ber at the 
place of Gods Service in ſuch weather, which haxdyer thenſhe, and 
much ber inferiours , would have pleaded as a tolerabie excuſe for 
their abſerice, and when there, bow curious andattentive in hear- 
ing, bringing as Biſhop all calrs them, 4urss brbulas, and I 
may add Animan mags bibulam, thirſty Ears , and a Soul more 
thirſty , how relliſhing were Gods ſaving truths to ber atall cimes, 
yea {weet, as David ſayes, Pl. i119. 103 How ſiveet are thy 
words unto my taſt , ye ſweeter then honey #0 ny mouth. . 

8, She way one of a moſt tender conſcience, that Jewell of Je- 
wels, and infallible charater of a true <Þild of God, chat ſoul-feaſt- 

ing grace ; a good conſcience is acontinuali feaſt, char countenance 
| | | D 2 cheering 
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cheering grace, Pcov..15..12.. Amerryheart maketh a. cheerful 
coxnrenance , and well might her countenance be cheerfal,when her. 
Cconſrieace was kept quiet and peaceful, Ex/ebi reports of theMar-. 
tyrs under Sever, that comming forth after a long and hard Im- 
nrap /they looked more like thoſe that came out of a ſhop of. 

cet Oyntments , then out of a Priſon, they carryed in rheix coun- 

Ca) tenances, (a)a certain divine Aſpet; no queſtion but it was that 
Divinum within, that made their faces ſhine withont ; oh how pleaſant would. 
reſcio quidrhig our Siſter be, during her Lucida, inter calls ber Mitigations of 
ers .. herdiſtemper , pleafant in her countenance, which was at all rimes 
comly , pleaſant in her ſpeeches. pleaſant in hec ations, which 
g7veall toſeethere was peace wichin , the cauſe of this pleaſantneſs 

without this tenderneſs of conſcience ſhe evidenced, by univerſall 

careto pleaſe, and fear ro offend her good Gol in any thing. I 

may truly fay of her, as Ats 24.16. Her care was , ro kgep her 
£07{cience void of off eice towards God and towards Man.. 

1 have read of 'L:c4us Drufw , being about to build a ſtately 
Houſe; the Workman told him that he would ſo contrive itttar, 
that none ſhould over-look him or ſee what was.done in his houſe , 

(by ro whom Druſu made thisanſwer ,(b )nay rather ifthou haſt any 
©1in ts art, ſhewit in ſocontriving my honſe, that wt atſoever I do, may be 
potixs £ cheld ofall, rruly I think could ſuch an houſe been built, an Inha- 
m=— if bitant fitter then this our liſter to have dwelt inthe fame, could no. 
"968 pin AD where have been found, I have known her long , but” knoar not, 
domwn me. that ever T heard reported of her any one aRion, or heard from 
an ur quic- her any word unworthy the beſt of r:yes or Ears.. 
quid agen - g, Inaword for her general praQile of godlyneſs, (I hope and 
- forgo ſtion not) in thelincerity of heart T am ſure inthe unblame able-= 
pra neſs of life, the was an Iſraeliteſs indeed in whom was no guil ,' one 

ofthe ornaments of her Sex; well reported of by all; yea of the 
' truth it {lf ; free fromthe crimes of tinful Age, ./672 ſine peccatosſed 
ſene querela , Ifay not without lin , but without complaint; and no. 

marvel , for ſhefetthe Lord alwayes before her , therrfore ſhe did 

not fall ; the grace of God that appearedrto her, wrought ſo effectu- 

ally in her , that it taught her , and icabled her, to veay all ungod- 
lineſs and cdty Lake. and rolive ſoberly, rtgtteouſfly, and God- 
ly , inthis preſent evil World. 

10. Shall I leave herin this reſpet, and ſpeak of herasa Wife, 
ſhe was herhusbands Crown ; Prov. 12.4. Avert#u0#44 womun 1s 
the crown of ber Huband, a rich Portion of the Lords own be- 
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itowing, Prov. 19. 14- ouje andriches are the Inheritance cf 
Fac hers , but a prudent Wife of the Lord. | 

She was'one of Salomons wives, mentioned, Prov. 31. 11, 12. 
One that the heart of her Eiuaband naght ſafely truſt in, ſo that 

he ſhall have no need of ſpoyl.. She will do hims good, and not evil, all 
the dayes of her life... Oh the teares ſhe ſhed for him while abſent be- 
yond the Seas; and the many prayers the-put up for his proſperous 
and ſafe return, belides her. earneſt delires to her Friends, that in 
their Prayers they would ſtill renember her dear Husdand. Her 
delire was exceeding great in this her laſt lickneſs, if the \Vill of 
Gol might be ſo that ſhe might live. but till his return , once more 
toſee himand ſpeak with him ,, but Gul was pleaſed ro-deny her, as 
he did his Servant. AZoſes going over into the land of Canaan, 
t10ugh both to their great gain; taking him up to the land of Ca- 
»aan above, inſtead of that be!ow ; and her to a far dearer husband 
and head, namely Chriſt Jeſus ; where this beioved- Diſcipte , now 
reſteth in the boſome of her beſt oe, as I nothing queſtion. 

11. $hail I mention her as a Mother, how tender and affectionate. 
a parent , winning by love, not ruling by rigor ; indeed the bad 
but one Child of ber own, a young Daughter; and was Mother in. 
Law to one more of her laſt dear husbauds ; who I daretofay, will 
ever teſtify , that ihe had not a mother in Law, ofa Mother in Law, 
but an indulgent,affectionatekind and endearing mother indeed, and. 
if lhe had travailed in pain of her, ſhe would not have been more 
willing totrayailin pain for ber in what had lain.in- ber pawer to 
have done her good. 

12. Shall I mention her as a kinſwoman, friend, liſter, relation, 
thoſe dear and mutual kindneſles , that I bave both ſeen and heard 
of, between ber and you her dear relatioas, and that great love be- 
tween you ; tells me that Tihall but revive your'gre fs, Peradven-- 
ture add to them which I am loath to do, .and therefore will make 
an end, and ſet your patiencear liberty , which I ſhould think and 
fear I had greatly tyred ; but only for your great love, that I am 
| 89% aj youall bear to the memory of your choice and dear 

iend. - 
13.. Forher death I can ſay little, and therefore will ſay nothing, . 
ſhe removed from us tothe City, wherelI had not the happineſs of 
being one of her vilitants, but queſtion not but ſhe, whoſe life had 
been ſo exemplary ; could nor bur finih that well ſpent life as com- 
fortably, _ 
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- Coconclude therefore; I ave read of Apelles," that he was uſed 
to ſay, thatto draw the-compleat piQure of a beautyful woman , he 
multtake onepartfr6m- one, another from another,” a 'third/from 
a third ,. &c. and«pu; them alrogether ;\ merhinks-chis Chriſtian 
Getlewoman, had followed this courſe.'in vertues and ſpiritual 
byceatibacies, ofie Chriſtian-excels invne vettue ,. another: in ano- 
2berz' buri{.atce Know iany one neceſſary thing, thatcrended to 
wu) make upa compleat Chriſtian , bur in ſpe meaſure it was in her. 
« f:bitz  Wellziheis gone, wefollowing, and inthe prime of her dayes, 
"vs ohh and flower of her years, ſhe is ſent for hence , but the loſs ours, nor 
non qu1m ters: Lifeis compared to a Comedy, (4) no matter how ſhorr, if 
au 4 weileQed; which hoy hers was you bave heard, I know her los 
wag Fe» 1s much lamented -by alt neighbours that knew -ber, more by all 
fore, ter friends tharknew her better, and moſt of all by her dear rela- 
| t0..5char enjoyed her ; but ſhew your ſelves Chriſtians: that are 
rearlyeft concerned, bearing Gods hand, as quietly and patienly 
in Lec death, as ſhebare it in her life. | 
-Yotr jols is great,confeſt,but her- gain greater, nay you bave not 
thy l6ſt her, prom, ſtss non'ari/iſts; , the is but ſtept betore , not loſt 
i juver. Y ou'iſec her again, chem that ſleep in Jeſus God will bring with 
ms nun. M11. 1TheT. 4. 14. Follow you ter example, make ready, Ler 
q1m (e- your loynes be girt, your tights burning, and be your ſelves likg them 
ol hx » #03 that wait for their Lord', when he veturnes | roms the Wedding , that 
in When hecomes and knocks , you n ay" open to hin, Luke 12. 35, 36. 
cit, «bi Andxhen you'l ſee her* again; fee-your wife again, your liſter 
amor was again, your friend and kinſwoman again, yea where all forrow 
qa, te- and mourning thall Hy away, and everlaſting joy thall be upon all 
IA 29 #1: your beads. , 
19m Where youth ſhall never wax old, where your life ſhall fear no 
marceſeit, ending, where tFere lhail-be no more fiekneſs to waſt and make 
bi grudi- pale,” no more Utdth to ſeperate dear friends, no” more greif felt, 
"m +, nomoreligts heard , as Auſt; moſt fiweetly'(a) & c. | 


quam de- 
creſeir, ubi "1 PIR OT 0 ; 121 | 
dolor nun-" "For the which place and time ,the-Lerd in Mercy fit and pre- 
quam ſ-n- . px em All; and unto which wehis due time , bring 4 <5 our 
ns ©: 1 Feope #5, he hath done'this onr dear Siſter , Amen, Amen, 
| Bunquam |. — 15 PAR EM RL a k pea bi ws — 
HRP © and: ur oc vans: - rat i no Co FO | 
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